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CHARLOTTE MUSEUM 

of  HISTORY 

W H E R E  H I S T O R Y  H AS  A  H O M E  

The Struggle for Freedom: 

Today we often take freedom for granted, but throughout history for so many people freedom was 

illusive and the quest for basic rights a constant battle. So many people resisted, persisted, and 

struggled to make freedom a reality for everyone regardless of the color of their skin, their gender, or 

where they were born. Celebrate their accomplishments by creating your own “Freedom Timeline.” 

We’ve included a few dates to get you started, but there are so many more to find.  

December 31, 1999 
The American Freedom Bell is rung 
for the first time. 

December 6, 1865 
The 13th Amendment is ratified 
abolishing slavery in the United 
States of America. 

August 18, 1920 
The 19th Amendment is ratified 

giving all citizens of the United 
States the right to vote regardless of 

their gender. 

July 4, 1776 
The Declaration of Independence 

formally declares the Thirteen  
Colonies of America free and  

independent from Great Britain. 


