
 
 

 

CHARLOTTE MUSEUM OF HISTORY BECOMES SMITHSONIAN AFFILIATE 
 

New status provides access to special exhibitions, educational resources and 

national collaboration opportunities 

              
 
CHARLOTTE, N.C., Dec. 2, 2025—The Charlotte Museum of History is now a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, joining a distinguished network of more than 200 cultural, 

educational and research organizations across the United States, Puerto Rico and 

Panama. This new relationship marks a major milestone in the museum’s ongoing mission 

to preserve and share the stories that have shaped the Charlotte region. 

 

As a Smithsonian Affiliate, the museum will gain special access to the vast resources of 

the Smithsonian Institution, including traveling exhibitions, artifact loans, research and 

educational materials that connect local audiences of all ages to national and global 

perspectives. 

 

“We are delighted to start this new Affiliate relationship with the Charlotte Museum of 

History,” said Kara Blond, director of Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service | 

Smithsonian Affiliations. “We look forward to collaborating on programs that help illuminate 

the American experience and to expanding learning and discovery opportunities 

throughout the Charlotte community.” 

 

Becoming a Smithsonian Affiliate aligns with the Charlotte Museum of History’s strategic 

focus on expanding access, deepening educational impact and fostering understanding of 

the region’s past to inspire community engagement and create common ground.  

 

“We are thrilled to join the Smithsonian Affiliations program,” said Terri White, president & 

CEO of Charlotte Museum of History. “This partnership opens the door to bring 

Smithsonian-caliber exhibits and resources to Charlotte while sharing the Queen City’s 

powerful stories with a national audience. As we prepare to open our biggest-ever exhibit 

this spring, ‘The American Revolution Experience,’ our Smithsonian Affiliation is yet 

another landmark achievement toward our goal of becoming one of the best history 

museums in the country.” 

 Contact:   

   Mary Beth Navarro, 704-576-1858  



 
 

 

 

The museum’s eight-acre campus, located in east Charlotte, is home to the 1774 

Alexander Rock House, the oldest surviving structure in Mecklenburg County and the only 

one still standing from the county’s Revolutionary period. The museum also is home to the 

recently restored Siloam School, a rare Rosenwald-era schoolhouse that tells the story of 

early African American education in the South. Through exhibitions, events and 

partnerships, the museum seeks to highlight the full spectrum of Charlotte’s history, from 

the Revolutionary era to the Civil Rights Movement and beyond. 

 

About The Charlotte Museum of History 

The Charlotte Museum of History exists to save and share the Charlotte region’s history, helping create a 

better understanding of the past and inspiring dialogue about the future. The museum is the steward of the 

oldest home in Mecklenburg County, the 1774 Hezekiah Alexander Rock House and homesite, as well as 

the historic Siloam School, both of which are on the National Register of Historic Places. Visit 

charlottemuseum.org and follow the museum on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. The museum is an 

independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 

 

About Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service | Smithsonian Affiliations  

 The Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service | Smithsonian Affiliations (SITES | Affiliations) 

deepens the impact of the Smithsonian beyond Washington, D.C., by bringing its high-quality content, 

resources, and expertise to people across the nation in collaboration with museums and cultural 

organizations. SITES | Affiliations is home to traveling exhibitions, a vast network of Smithsonian Affiliate 

organizations, and the Museum on Main Street program that brings the Smithsonian to rural communities 

across the United States and beyond. Visit nationalengagement.si.edu for more information. 
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https://charlottemuseum.org/about/1774-alexander-homesite/
https://charlottemuseum.org/siloam/
http://charlottemuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/charlottemuseumofhistory/
https://www.instagram.com/charlottemuseumofhistory/
https://twitter.com/CLThistory
https://nationalengagement.si.edu/

