Mary Beth Navarro

s s; SA':':': b?d.r; . 704-568-1774
e e Info@charlottemuseum.org

HISTORY

CHARLOTTE’S ONLY MIDCENTURY MODERN HOME TOUR
RETURNS FOR 14™ AND FINAL YEAR

Tour includes kickoff event featuring George Smart, founder and CEO of USModernist

CHARLOTTE, N.C., Oct. 16, 2025 — Charlotte’s Mad About Modern home tour returns on
Saturday, Nov. 8, for its 14" and final year celebrating the Queen City’s midcentury

modern architecture.

“The Mad About Modern home tour has opened the door to a curated selection of

midcentury and modern homes in Charlotte for more than 14 years now,” said Charlotte
Museum of History President & CEO Terri White. “While this is the museum'’s final year
hosting Mad About Modern, we look forward to bringing the city other tours of historical

architectural in the future.”

The Mad About Modern tour celebrates the bold design and architectural innovation that
define midcentury and modern buildings. As these properties reach the 50-year mark and
become eligible for historic landmark designation, the tour shines a spotlight on the

importance of preserving Charlotte’s midcentury modern architectural heritage.

Whether you're an architecture aficionado or you just love a peek behind the doors of
fabulous homes, Mad About Modern offers the chance to experience some of Charlotte’s

most unique residences.

The tour includes a special kickoff event on Friday, Nov. 7, at the Charlotte Museum of
History featuring “Mr. Modernist” George Smart. Smart is a leading authority on the
preservation of historic modernist design and founder of USModernist, a non-profit that

hosts the largest open digital archive of midcentury modernist houses in the world.

This year’s tour features three stops, including one midcentury modern home, plus two
modern homes inspired by the midmod movement. To set the mood, the museum is

bringing classic cars to the tour again this year. Look for them at each tour home.
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All tour proceeds support the Charlotte Museum of History’s mission of saving and

sharing Charlotte’s history.
2025 TOUR LOCATIONS

5841 Coatbridge Lane

Built in 1972

This midcentury residence is a testament to timeless design and careful stewardship.
The home sits in McClintock Woods, a neighborhood known for its lush tree canopy.
More than 50 years after its construction, this 1,959-square-foot ranch remains in near-
perfect condition, giving a rare glimpse into midcentury modern living. The house wraps
around a serene courtyard featuring a striking Japanese maple, likely planted by the
home’s original owner. Large picture windows and skylights offer natural light and views
of the wooded lot. The current owners have honored the home’s original layout and
aesthetic while making renovations that enhance functionality and light. Thoughtful
landscaping, including drought-tolerant plantings and reforested trees, supports

Charlotte’s tree canopy and the owners’ belief in living gently on the land.

1921 Mecklenburg Ave.

Built in 2024

Designed to provide privacy in a semi-urban neighborhood while maximizing daylight
and energy efficiency, this home balances openness with seclusion through walled
exterior spaces combined with large glass expanses. A continuous flat roof with wide
overhangs provides shade and reduces solar gain. Interior spaces flow seamlessly into
the outdoors, including a landscaped oasis in the rear, blurring the boundaries and
enhancing a sense of spaciousness. The resulting home offers twice the space in half
the square footage, with ample glass, abundant sunlight, privacy and outstanding energy

efficiency.
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12309 Mallard Ridge Drive

Built in 2001

Completed in 2001 after two years of hands-on construction, this remarkable home
reflects its architect-owner’s deep curiosity about the relationship between design and
craftsmanship. Serving as their own general contractors, the couple built most of the
house themselves. The home’s design celebrates exposed framing—what the architect
calls a “filigree of small wood sticks"—and expresses the structure’s beauty through its
materials and visible construction. Built on a 2x6, 24-inch grid, every element, from the
trusses to the cabinetry, follows this rhythm, creating visual harmony throughout. Nestled
on a half-acre lot and carefully sited to preserve mature trees, the house connects
seamlessly to nature, providing natural shade and seasonal light. Thoughtful additions,
including a workshop and a new studio space, extend the home’s philosophy of elegant

simplicity and quiet retreat—a true “ship in the woods” where design and life intertwine.

Sponsors of this year’s tour include Rodgers Builders, Petit Philippe, Advancial Federal

Credit Union and Josh Allison Architecture.

WHEN
The 2025 Mad About Modern home tour is Saturday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The

kickoff event with George Smart is Friday, Nov. 7, at the history museum.

HOW TO GO

Tickets are on sale now at madaboutmodern.com. Early bird tickets are available for $30

through Oct. 18 using code “Early” and include exclusive access to the kickoff event with

George Smart on Nov. 7. After Oct. 18, tickets are $35 ($30 for museum members).

About The Charlotte Museum of History
The Charlotte Museum of History exists to save and share the Charlotte region’s history, helping create a better
understanding of the past and inspiring dialogue about the future. The museum is the steward of the oldest home in

Mecklenburg County, the 1774 Hezekiah Alexander Rock House and homesite, as well as the historic Siloam School,

both of which are on the National Register of Historic Places. Visit charlottemuseum.org and follow the museum on

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. The museum is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
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